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TAGS: PINTCH 

SUBJECT: ELEGANT REPORT ON CHOU 
REF: STATE 146596 

WE NOTE THAT ROBERT ELEGANT S STORY REPORTED IN 
PARA 22 OF REFTEL BUILDS PART OF ITS CASE ON FACT 
THAT CHINESE REVERSED THEMSELVES ON WHETHER OR NOT 
CHOU EN-LAI WAS IN THE HOSPITAL. WE HAVE NOT SEEN 
REPORTS THAT CHINESE DENIED HE WAS IN THE HOSPITAL. 

ACCORDING TO THE VERSION OF THE STORY WE HEARD HERE, 

AFP CORRESPONDENT FLIPO ASKED THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
WHETHER OR NOT IT WAS TRUE THAT CHOU WAS CRITICALLY 
ILL AS RUMORED OVERSEAS. CHINESE, AFTER SOME HOURS 
DELAY, REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NO FOUNDATION TO THE RUMORS. 
WHILE THE CHINESE REPLY WAS CERTAINLY DISINGENUOUS, IT 
HARDLY LEFT THEM EXPOSED TO LATER EMBARRASSMENT. WE HEARD 
NOTHING ABOUT CHOU BEING IN THE HOSPITAL UNTIL JACKSON 
MET HIM THERE, WHICH CHINESE THEMSELVES REPORTED IN 
"PEOPLE'S DAILY" JULY 6. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN ANYTHING 
ELSE YOU MAY HAVE ON THIS FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. IF 
ELEGANT IS WRONG, YOU MIGHT WISH TO PASS ON OTHER VERSION. 
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